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SERVICES THIS WEEK
6th SUNDAY after PENTECOST (Tone 5)
Afterfeast of Nativity of St John; VM Febronia
Saturday, 7 July (24 June, o.s.)
6:00 PM Vigil Service;
Confessions
Sunday, 8 July (25 June, o.s.)
9:10 AM Third and Sixth Hours
9:30 AM Divine Liturgy;
Coffee Hour
HOLY APOSTLES PETER & PAUL
Wednesday, 11 July (28 June, o.s.)
6:00 PM Vigil Service;
Confessions
Thursday, 12 July (29 June, o.s.)
9:10 AM Third and Sixth Hours
9:30 AM Divine Liturgy
7th SUNDAY after PENTECOST (Tone 6)
Placing of the Robe of the Theotokos at Blachernæ
Saturday, 14 July (1 July, o.s.)
6:00 PM Vigil Service;
Confessions
Sunday, 15 July (2 July, o.s.)
9:10 AM Third and Sixth Hours
9:30 AM Divine Liturgy;
Coffee Hour

FASTING DAYS THIS WEEK
Week of 8 July
Day of
Week
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday

Date
8 July
(25 June, o.s.)
9 July
(26 June, o.s.)
10 July
(27 June, o.s.)
11 July
(28 June, o.s.)
13 July
(30 June, o.s.)

Commemoration and
Type of Fast
Martyr Febronia
Fast: fish, wine, & oil permitted
‘Tikhvin’ Icon of the Theotokos
Fast: fish, wine, & oil permitted
St Sampson the Hospitable
Fast: wine, & oil permitted
Ss Sergius & Herman of Valaam
Fast: wine, & oil permitted
Synaxis of the Twelve Apostles
Fast: wine, & oil permitted

SCRIPTURE READINGS THIS WEEK
Week of 8 July
Su

M
Tu
W
Th

Th
F
Sa
Su

6th Sunday after Pentecost
6th Resurrectional Matins Gospel: Luke §114 (24:36-53)
Rom. §110 (12:6-14)
Matt. §29 (9:1-8)
7TH WEEK after PENTECOST
1 Cor. §134 (5:9-6:11)
Matt. §56 (13:54-58)
1 Cor. §136 (6:20b-7:12)
Matt. §57 (14:1-13)
1 Cor. §137 (7:12b-24)
Matt. §60 (14:35-15:11)
Holy Preëminent Apostles Peter and Paul
Vespers Paramia: (1) 1 Pet. 1:3-9 • (2) 1 Pet. 1:13-19 •
(3) 1 Pet. 2:11-24
Matins Gospel: John §67 (21:15-25)
2 Cor. §193 (11:21b-12:9)
Matt. §67 (16:13-19)
1 Cor. §138 (7:24-35)
Matt. §61 (15:12-21)
1 Cor. §139 (7:35-8:7)
Matt. §63 (15:29-31)
Rom. §108 (12:1-3)
Matt. §39 (10:37-11:1)
7th Sunday after Pentecost
7th Resurrectional Matins Gospel: John §63 (20:1-10)
Rom. §116 (15:1-7)
Matt. §33 (9:27-35)

THIS WEEK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Apostles’ Fast ends this week after the Divine Liturgy on the
Feast of Ss Peter and Paul. Every day this week until Ss Peter &
Paul Day is therefore a fast day. From 12 July onward we still
observe the regular Wednesday and Friday Fasts.
Our Lady of Tikhvin Church, part of the Cathedral Parish of St
Alexander Nevsky, in Howell (Lakewood), New Jersey, is
celebrating its Patronal Feast on 9 July. Vigil will be served on the
eve of the Feast at 6 o’clock. Divine Liturgy will be served on the
morning of the Feast at 9:30, followed by a festal trapeza. All of St
Elizabeth’s parishioners are invited to Lakewood to celebrate this
important Russian Icon of the Theotokos and to support our sister
Parish.
The Feast of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul (29 June / 12
July), honours Saints ‘Peter and Paul, who were separate in body
yet united in spirit, the foremost of the preachers of God, the first as
Leader of the Apostles, and the other who laboured more than the
rest’ (Sticheron on ‘Lord I have cried…’ at Great Vespers for the
Feast.) Though not numbered with the Twelve Great Feasts, the
Feast of Ss Peter and Paul is nonetheless a most important Holy
Day in the Church Calendar. This is demonstrated by the fact that
Orthodox Christians keep a Fast of varying length from eight to
forty-two days to prepare to celebrate this Feast. All the faithful
should attend the services for this Holy Day.
Concerning Confession and Holy Communion: Those who have
been to Confession during the past two weeks may receive Holy

Communion at the Liturgy on the Feast of Ss Peter and Paul,
provided that no serious sin has been committed which would
require another Confession and that the other usual preparations for
Holy Communion are observed (i.e. attendance of the Vigil Service
the evening before Holy Communion, reading the Pre-Communion
Prayers, and the forgiveness of others). Likewise, those who have
been to Confession for the Feast of Ss Peter and Paul may receive
Holy Communion at the Liturgies on the following two Sunday
mornings and on the Feast of St Elizabeth under the same
conditions.
Our Parish’s Patronal Feast, honouring our heavenly Intercessor,
St Elizabeth the New-Martyr, is on Wednesday, 18 July (5 July,
o.s.). The Vigil Service will be served at 6 PM on Tuesday, July
17th, and the Divine Liturgy at 9:30 AM on the Feast Day itself.
Please reserve these dates so you can attend services for our Parish
Feast Day.

WHY THE APOSTLES PETER AND PAUL
ARE CALLED THE "CHIEF APOSTLES"
As the word of God testifies, the Apostles occupy a special place
in the Church—Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of
Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God (1 Corinthians 4:1).
Vested with equal power from above and with equal authority to
absolve sins, all the Apostles will sit on the twelve thrones next to
the Son of Man (cf. St Matthew 19:28)
Although certain Apostles are distinguished in Scripture and
tradition, for example, Peter, Paul, John, James, and others, none of
them were chief, or even superior in honor to the rest.
But because in the Acts of the Apostles the labors of the Apostles
Peter and Paul are the most told, the Church and the holy fathers,
while revering the name of each of the Apostles, call these two
Apostles chief.
Calling these two Apostles chief in rank and labors, the Church
impresses upon us that its head is Jesus Christ alone, and all the
Apostles are His servants (cf. Colossians 1:18).
The Holy Apostle Peter, who bore the name Simon before being
called, was the elder brother of the Apostle Andrew the FirstCalled, and a fisherman. He was married, and had children. As St
John Chrysostom expressed it, he was a man who was fiery,
unlearned, simple, poor, and God-fearing. He was brought to the
Lord by his brother Andrew; when the Lord saw the simple
fisherman for the first time, He named him Cephas, in Syrian, or
Peter, in Greek, which means, a rock. After receiving Peter as one
of the Apostles, the Lord visited his humble home and healed his
mother-in-law of a fever (St Matthew 1:29–31).
Peter was vouchsafed by the Lord to be one of the three of His
disciples to witness His divine glory on Mt. Tabor, His divine
power at the resurrection of Jairus's daughter (St Mark 5:37), and
His humiliation according to His human nature in the Garden of
Gethsemane.
Peter washed away his denial of Christ with bitter tears of
repentance; he was the first of the Apostles to enter the Savior's
tomb after His resurrection, and the first of the Apostles to be
vouchsafed to behold the Risen One.
The Apostle Peter was an outstanding preacher. The strength of
his word was so great that he turned now three, now five thousand
people to Christ. At the Apostle Peter's word, those accused of
crimes fell dead (Acts. 5:5, 10), the dead returned to life (Acts

9:40), the sick were healed (Acts 9:3–34), even just by touching his
shadow as it passed by (Acts 5:15).
But he did not rank first in authority. All church matters were
decided by the common voice of the Apostles and presbyters of the
whole Church.
When the Apostle Paul spoke of the Apostles who are honored as
the pillars of the faith, he assigned first place to James, and then
Peter and John (Galatians 2:9), and places himself amongst them (2
Corinthians 11:5), comparing himself to Peter. The apostolic
synaxis sends Peter to serve, just like the other Disciples of Christ.
The Apostle Peter made five journeys, preaching the Gospels and
converting many to the Lord. He finished his final journey in
Rome, where he preached the faith of Christ, multiplying the
number of disciples. In Rome, the Apostle Peter rebuked the deceit
of Simon the magician, who was calling himself Christ, and
converted two women, favorites of Nero.
At Nero's command, the Apostle Peter was crucified on June 29,
A.D. 67. He asked his tormenters to crucify him upside-down,
wishing by this to portray a difference between his own sufferings
and the sufferings of his Divine Teacher.
The miraculous story of the conversion of the Apostle Paul,
formerly Saul:
Saul was educated in the Judaic Law, hated and persecuted the
Church of Christ, and even requested authority from the Sanhedrin
to find and persecute Christians. As for Saul, he made havoc of the
church, entering into every house, and haling men and women
committed them to prison (Acts 8:3). One day, Saul, yet breathing
out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord,
went unto the high priest, And desired of him letters to Damascus
to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they
were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.
And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there
shined round about him a light from heaven: And he fell to the
earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the
Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to
kick against the pricks. And he trembling and astonished said,
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him,
Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must
do. And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless,
hearing a voice, but seeing no man. And Saul arose from the earth;
and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him
by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. And he was three
days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink (Acts 9:1–9).
The stubborn persecutor of Christianity becomes an indefatigable
preacher of the Gospels. The life, deeds, words, and epistles of Paul
all witness to him as a chosen vessel of God's grace. Neither
afflictions, nor want, nor persecution, nor hunger, nor nakedness,
nor danger, nor sword, nor death could weaken the love in Paul's
heart for God.
He travelled continually in various countries in order to preach
the Gospels to the Jews, and especially to the pagans. These travels
were accompanied by amazingly powerful preaching, miracles,
tireless labor, inexhaustible patience, and very holy life. The labors
of Paul's apostolic service were incomparable. He said of himself, I
laboured more abundantly than they all (1 Corinthians 15:10). The
Apostle endured countless sorrows for his labors. In A.D. 67, on
June 29, he received a martyr's death in Rome, at the same time as
the Apostle Peter's death. As a Roman citizen, he was beheaded by
the sword.
The Orthodox Church honors the Apostles Peter and Paul as
having enlightened the darkness of the West; the Church glorifies

Peter's steadfastness and Paul's wisdom, and sees in them an image
of ones who sinned and corrected themselves: in the Apostle Peter as one who denied the Lord and then repented; in the Apostle Paul as one who resisted the preaching of the Lord, and then believed.

